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winds, before which the French ships had retired, when the Mug
of Great Britain, finding the coast clear, got safely to the other
side of the water.

QTTEEN MARY TO KING- WILLIAM.

"Whitehall, Sept. 18,1690.

" Lord "Winchester is desirous to go and meet you, which you
may believe I will never hinder any one. Whether I ought to
send him out of form sake I can't tell; but it may pass for what
it ought to the world, and to your dear self, at least, I suppose it
is indifferent. Nothing can express the impatience I have to see
you, nor my joy to think it is so near. I have not sleept all this
night for it, though I had but five hours' rest the night before,
for a reason I shall tell you. I am now going to Kensington to
put things in order there, and intend to dine there to-morrow,
and expect to hear when I shall sett out to meet you.

"I had a compliment," writes Mary, "last night, from the
queen-dowager [Catharine of BraganzaJ who came to town on
Friday. She sent, I believe, with a better heart, because Limerick
is not taken: for my part, I don't think of that, or anything but
you. God send you a good journey home, and make me thankful
as I ought for aE Ms mercies."

King William arrived at Kensington before he received this
letter from his queen.

CHAPTER IT.

THE abilities of queen Mary, and the importance of her personal
exertions as a sovereign, have been as much under-rated, as the
goodness of her heart has been over-estimated. She really
reigned alone the chief part of the six years that she was queen
of Great Britain. William III., with the exception of the first
year of his election to the throne of the British empire, was
seldom resident more than f our months each season in England.
The queen, on his embarking for the Hague, January 6, 1690-1,
was lefb to crush a widely-extended plot for the restoration of
her father, and to arrange the still more difficult task of dis-
placing the blameless primate of England, Sancroft, and six most
popular prelates, Ken, Turner, White, Lake, Prampton, and
Lloyd, bishop of Norwich, who steadily refused to take the oaths
to her and William, or to pray for them as king and queen.
The very day atfter William's departure, the trial of lord Preston